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Dear Friends, 

 

Ministry has been a challenge this year while no students are physically present on our 

campuses. We've relocated all events, Bible studies, and discipleship online, which we're getting 

more comfortable with as the months go on. But the problem remains: how do we meet new 

students and introduce them to Christ when we can't meet them on campus?  

 



 

God has been so faithful to answer our prayers for wisdom in this area. Gen Z, and the students 

that our ministry with Cru seeks to reach, statistically spend hours a day on social media. While 

we're admittedly insecure in our familiarity with apps such as Instagram and Snapchat, as 

missionaries on a college campus during a pandemic, we are pressing in!  We want to go where 

the students are to shine light in the darkness, and this year that means we're conducting much 

of our evangelistic outreach on Instagram while we cannot physically meet students and share 

Christ with them. 

  

What does this look like? I'll share some examples. In the last two weeks, we've reached out to 

follow hundreds of West Chester students on Instagram. Roughly 100 of them responded with 

interest, and we began a conversation with each and every one of them. From there, 29 have been 

newly plugged in to our virtual Bible studies for the spring semester, and many others are 

registered for our virtual winter conference coming up in February!  Here are a few examples of 

some recent conversations had via instagram: 

 

Conor  

 

@Conor: Hey, I saw your page after you followed me. What is cru all about?  

  

@cruwcu:   Hey Conor! Thanks for the follow. Cru is a community on campus that helps students 

connect with one another and learn about Jesus through Bible studies, events, and things like 

that! How’s your year going? I’m sorry that you have to experience college this way in a 

pandemic!  

  

@Conor:    That definitely sounds like something I’d be interested in. I’ve been through some 

tough times this year and have noticed that I started praying and wanting to be more engaged 

in my religion... 

 

 

 

We talk to so many students like this who are struggling this year. I asked Conor if I could 

connect him with one of our staff guys, to build a relationship and continue the conversation, and 

he was excited about that.  Then there's Mauricette  --  

  



 

Mauricette 

 

@cruwcu:  Hey Mauricette! Thanks for following us back.  Just wanted to reach out to see if 

you're interested in hearing more about Cru? 

  

@Mauricette:   Hi Amanda! I’m a freshman this year, and have never practiced any 

religion…but recently I’ve really admired the meaning that faith adds to some of those who are 

close to me. I also attended a political event where one of the speakers had a very faith based 

speech that really resonated with me. I guess I’m really curious about what you do at Cru, 

since I am regrettably ignorant about religion... 

 

 

  

I thanked Mauricette for sharing a bit of her story, and asked if she'd be interested in meeting face 

to face. That way, I could listen more with the hopes of sharing the gospel, and how she can grow 

in her faith and understanding of the Bible. She was excited and we set a date to meet over 

Zoom!   

  

Conversations like these wouldn't be possible without the ability we've been given to devote our 

full-time hours to this mission.   Because of your prayer and your giving, we can "go" where the 

students are with the hope of Christ.  Thank you so much for your partnership!  

  

Sincerely,  

The Ruch Family 

 

  

 

  @cruwcu                @impactwcupa           @cheyneyimpact_        @easterncru  



 

  

 

       

 

 

 

Please pray for the 50+ students from our 3 campuses signed up to participate in Cru's national winter 

conference Feb 5-6! They'll (virtually and in small groups) hear from great speakers, participate in 

seminars that will help them grow in their faith, and be guided to understand their place in the mission of 

God.  Learn more at winterconference.org! 

  

 

 

 

https://cru.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f431d70454668082932b1713&id=7474aad8c2&e=d99586d29e


 

                Contact Us 

  

814 S. Church Street 

 West Chester, PA 19382 

(J) 267-424-3515 

 (A) 610-324-3068 

jonathan.ruch@cru.org 

       amanda.ruch@cru.org 
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